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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
MELTZER (US 6,542,912). 

As to claim 1 , MELTZER teaches a method, comprising the steps of: providing a 
set of predetermined function definitions which are different (different services / 
different transactions) (col. 11, lines 41 -57); and preparing a project definition (business 
interface definition) expressed in a public communication protocol (XML), the project 
definition including: a plurality of function portions (transactions) which each correspond 
to one of the function definitions in the set (service set), and which each define at least 
one input port (input document / modules to be carried in the document) and at least 
one output port (output document / modules of the document) that are functionally 
related according to the corresponding function definition; a further portion which 
includes a source portion (interface definition of the input document) identifying a data 
source (issuer) and defining an output port through which data from the data source can 
be produced and which includes a destination portion (interface definition of the output 



Application/Control Number: 09/658,162 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2126 

document) identifying a data destination (counter party) and defining an input port 
through which data can be supplied to the data destination; and binding information 
(transaction description) which includes binding definitions that each associate a 
respective input port (via pointer to issuer) with one of the output ports (via pointer to 
counterparty) (col. 10, lines 3-50; col. 11, line 25- col. 12, line 45; col. 13, lines 1-10; 
col. 26. lines 56-65; col. 27, lines 15-40; col. 27, line 65 -col. 28, line 23; col. 3, lines 
31-58; col. 4, lines 31-54). 

As to claim 2, MELTZER teaches selecting as the public communication protocol 
the extensible Markup Language (XML) protocol (XML) (col. 3, lines 41-45). 

As to claim 3, MELTZER teaches that one of the function definitions (services) 
implements a function which varies in dependence on control input (the format of the 
input document); and wherein the preparing step includes the step of including in the 
project definition (business interface definition), for each function portion therein that 
corresponds to the one of the function definitions, respective control information for use 
as the control input ("Each definition expresses a contract or promise to carry out a 
service if a valid request is submitted to the specified Web address."; "In effect, the 
company is promising to do business with anyone who can submit a Purchase Order 
that conforms to the XML specification it declares.") (col. 19, lines 40-64). 
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As to claim 4, MELTZER teaches the preparing includes the step of including in 
the project definition (business interface definition) a list (multiple transaction BID) which 
identifies at least some of the function (operations), source (input), and destination 
portions (output) (fig. 2, col. 10, lines 3-50; col. 4, lines 45-54). MELTZER also teaches 
for a function portion setting forth any control information (format of the input document) 
for that portion ("Each definition expresses a contract or promise to carry out a service if 
a valid request is submitted to the specified Web address."; "In effect, the company is 
promising to do business with anyone who can submit a Purchase Order that conforms 
to the XML specification it declares.") (col. 19, lines 40-64). It is inherent in the 
teachings of MELTZER that all function portions contain a control information as to the 
format of the input received. 

As to claim 5, MELTZER teaches the preparing includes the step of including in 
the project definition (business interface definition) a plurality of process definitions 
(transaction definitions) which each include a respective list (list of operations), the lists 
each including a subset of the function (operations), source (input), and destination 
portions (output), and the subsets being mutually exclusive (fig. 2, col. 4, lines 45-54; 
col. 10, lines 3-50). 

As to claims 6-10, reference is made to a computer readable medium which 
corresponds to the method of claims 1-5 and is therefore met by the rejection of claims 
1-5 above. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis A. Bullock, Jr. whose telephone number is (703) 
305-0439. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng An can be reached on (703) 305-9678. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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